comes across them personally and may only have one or two brides each year
who are a little harder to please. “| remember one in particular who wanted her
dress tighter but then it was too tight. So | made it looser and then she said
it was too loose. She just couldn’t make up her mind but we got there in the
end.” Irene recalls another older lady who was determined to wear a large glitzy
tiara for her special day, despite Irene’s best efforts to talk her out of it. “She
wanted the biggest tiara | had and it didn’t suit at all,” she laughs. “l coaxed her
into some flowers and jewels instead but in the end she went back to this huge
tiara and | just kept hoping that nobody would know that | had sold it to her.”

“The girl tends to get a certain smile on her
face and | am always waiting for that look."

Irene says she simply tries to go with the flow when these tricky situations
arise. “l am there to make the girls happy and that is always my goal. Most girls
are so lovely and you make so many friends. | have to admit | do have trouble
remembering every single one of them though. Sometimes I'll see someone in
the street and really struggle, it's embarrassing because you would think after
all those fittings you would remember who they were.”

Irene has seen many changes in the Cairns wedding business and despite the
current economic downturn she believes the industry is still stronger than ever.
“I think the wedding industry is very important to the area and it’s definitely
become busier over the years. It's a beautiful place to have a wedding, anywhere
from Cairns to the Tablelands and it’s no wonder that people come here from
the southern states and overseas to let their hair down and have a great time.”

It looks as if Irene will make many more friends before her time as a wedding
seamstress ends. After sewing almost every day since her teens, she still
thrives on her work and says she will keep going as long as she continues to
enjoy it. “l will try and walk away before | lose the thrill and become a grumpy
old woman but | don’t think that will be any time soon. Some people call me their
favourite aunt, perhaps when they start calling me their favourite grandma it'll
be time to go.” CL
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